NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:

Re: Town Wide Stormwater Management District
Map, Plan and Report

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held by the Town Board of the
Town of Orchard Park, Erie County, New York at the Municipal Building, S4295 South
Buffalo Street Orchard Park, New York on the 15 day of March at 7:00PM (local time) in
the matter regarding The map, plan and report for the proposed Town Wide Stormwater
Management District prepared by GHD in accordance with Article 12 of the Town Law is
now available at the Town Clerk’s office for public review.

The current 22 individual drainage districts in Orchard Park were formed per Town Law
Section 191. All of these individual districts will be dissolved with the formation of a Town
Wide Stormwater Management District.

The establishment of a publicly funded Stormwater Management District is in the best interest
of the residents. The district will service the entire Town (excluding the Village) with the
required management and funding to control water quality and quantity per the Federal EPA
Environmental Law, the Clean Water Act and Stormwater Phase II regulations, while also
address aging infrastructure maintenance and replacement.

At such time all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard.
Dated: February 15, 2023

Wayne L. Bieler
Town Engineer

M:\Documents and Spreadsheets\Documents\Minutes\2023\Legal Notices\March Town Wide Stormwater Management District Map, Plan and Report.doc




Town of Orchard Park

Recreation, Parks, and Forestry Department
4520 California Rd
Orchard Park NY 14127
leake@orchardparkny.org (716) 662-6450 ext.1

2/15/23
To: Town Board
From: Ed Leak
Director of Recreation
Item 1: Appt. to the staff of the Town of Orchard Park Recreation Department PT for 2023, effective 2/15/23
Anna Jakiel  $16.00 Program Coordinator 1
Aglaya Zinenko $16.00 Program Coordinator 1

Note: The above appointment is dependent upon the applicant providing the required certifications.
*Att=Attendant
*L6= Lifeguard

Recreation Director: Ed Leak Assistant Recreation Director: Kristin Santillo
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RESOLVED, that the Town board does hereby approve the appointment of Christopher Barnard to the
position of Police Officer in the Orchard Park Police Department, Step A, effective March 18, 2023,
contingent on approval by the Erie County Department of Civil Service.
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WHEREAS Governor Hochul supports the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act,
which aims to generate 70 percent of the state's electricity from renewable sources by 2030 and
100 percent zero-emission electricity by 2040, and

WHEREAS it is commonly recognized that such an urgent timetable to accommodate the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, will severely test and challenge the financial
stability of every Orchard Park, New York household, and

WHEREAS it is widely held that the existing power grid serving Orchard Park, New York will
become overburdened, and unable to absorb the increased demands that will necessarily attend
the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, and

WHEREAS, specifically noting the long-term power losses attending the ice storm of March 2-
3, 1976, the Blizzard of 1977, the October Surprise Storm of 2006, the November 2014 storm,
and more recently the December 23-25, 2022, blizzard, the geographic area of Orchard Park,
New York, historically, has been gravely impacted by such severe weather, and
contemporaneously required reliable, alternative sources of energy, and

WHEREAS, the provisions of Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act will
drastically reduce such alternative sources, and

WHEREAS it is the very strong position and opinion of the Town of Orchard Park's Emergency
Medical Services, Fire Department, and Police Department that such energy limitations in times
of weather or other civil emergency, will overwhelm their collective capabilities, and therefore,
will pose a very substantial threat to the lives and safety of each and every resident of the Town
of Orchard Park.

NOW, THEREFORE be it

RESOLVED, that by virtue of the foregoing, the Town Board of Town of Orchard Park
expresses to Governor Hochul and the New York State Legislature, it's very strong opposition to
the enactment of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act.
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Re: Opposition to the Proposed Ban on Natural Gas Heating and Appliances in New York

State - This Resolution was passed by the Erie County Legislature on January 19, 2022
unanimously 11-0 role call vote

WHEREAS, Governor Hochul’s state-of-the-state address contained a proposal to
«_..end the sale of new fossil powered heating equipment by 2030 by calling for construction of
— all new construction needs to be zero emission — starting in 2025 for small buildings and 2028
for large buildings,”; and '

WHEREAS, President Biden and the White House have come out against any
prohibition of gas stoves; and

WHEREAS, the State’s proposal is intended to help address climate change, but could
create a burden for our region’s working-class residents; and

WHEREAS, a ban on natural gas appliances and water heaters is not feasible for
Western New York with harsh winter weather and exposed electrical infrastructure. Appliances
used to heat water and cook food need to work during power outages especially during times of
inclement weather; and

WHEREAS, this past December saw a blizzard rip through the Buffalo Metro Area
leaving tens of thousands of residents stuck in their home without power, many for several days.
Gas appliances, fed by more resilient infrastructure, allowed those residents to heat their homes,
boil water, and safely cook their food for the days needed to clear the roads and restore
electricity. Nearly four dozen people died during this storm, many more would have suffered if
they had to rely on our power grid for cooking and emergency heating; and

WHEREAS, what is more, alternatives to natural gas-powered heating have yet to be
proven reliable as a sole-source heating system in cold-weather climates; and

WHEREAS, electrical appliances have more moving parts and are expensive to maintain
and repair, mandating their purchase is an unnecessary burden we are placing on families across
New York State at a time when the cost of living has significantly outpaced wage growth; and

WHEREAS, currently, due to market conditions and technology limitations, most
electric appliances are less efficient and absent improvements in electricity efficiencies and the
electrical infrastructure grid, would likely cause increases in energy costs; and

WHEREAS, as we have seen with California’s recent push to make everything electric,
improperly planned energy transitions can lead to an increased strain on a state’s electrical grid,
leading to black outs and rationing, which is especially dangerous with the winter weather we
expeience; and

WHEREAS, the costs to transition the state’s energy infrastructure grid should go
through a more thorough review to understand how this will impact the energy production and




distribution system as a whole, as well as the impact on residential energy systems, before any
action is taken.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Association of Erie County Governments hereby urges Governor
Hochul and the New York State Legislature to pause in their rush and to fully examine the real
life impact their decisions will have for all New Yorkers, especially those least able to afford
them; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Hochul’s
Office, the Western New York Delegation to the New York State Senate and Assembly, and any
other party deemed necessary and proper.
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3715 Southwestern Boulevard, located on the south side of Southwestern Boulevard, west of
Taylor Road. Joseph DeMarco Jr. is requesting a Special Exception Use Permit to allow a Drive-
through, Zoned I-1. (SBL#161.00-5-29)

3715 Southwestern Boulevard, located on the south side of Southwestern Boulevard, west of
Taylor Road. Joseph DeMarco Jr. is requesting a Permit for a Cannabis Dispensary, Zoned I-1.
(SBL#161.00-5-29)
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Recommendations and Next Steps

Technical Assistance
Complete Streets, Complete Communities
Orchard Park, NY

Frepared by 8Smart Growth America
November 2022
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Recommendations & Next Steps for Orchard Park, NY

\VE AMEQ .
v“?ACTlVE Smart Growth America, in partnsrship with the CDC’s Depariment of Mutrition,
‘A
£ PEOPLE, & Physical Activity, and Obesity, is providing te(,hmudl assistance to localities
% HEALTHY 3 iy 5i0menting stralegies (© increase sical activity by providing more
Y NATION‘“j mplementing stralegies 1© increass physical activity by providing more

& WT (5 activity-friendly routes to evervday destinations. These efforts are part of the
OON I Active People, Healthy Nation™ Initiative working to help 27 million Americans
become more physically active by 2027

As part of this work, Smart Growth /—\murica( SGA) created the Active People, Healihy Nation™
Champions Institute 1o equip cohorts of local slected fhuals 10 provide the leadership and vision
necessary to implement plans, policies, that support safer and more complete streets in their
comimunities.

Through the Champions Institute program, Councilrember Conor Flynn of Orchard Park, NY

submitted a project work plan to build support for and secure funding for a project to improve
safety at the intersection of Freeman Road and Quaker Strest in order 1o encourage safer walking

and biking conditions in the area, particularly for students of nearby Orchard Parlc High School

Technical assistance: Community engagement to improve safety at the
intersection of Freeman and Quaker and surrounding area

After the conclusion of the Champions Institute program, Councilmember Flynn successfully
secured funding 1o construct sidewalks near Orchard Parke High School as weil as two additional
schools in the community. Representing SGA, Rayla Bellis, John Robert Smith, Benito O. Pérez,
and Anushka Thakkar worked alongside the Councilmember to plan and facilitate local discussions
about the intersection near Orchard Park high school. SGA provided matenals for a community
svent on August 2, 2022, including a pre-recorcled presentation on the henefits of improving
intersection safety for people walking and successful examples from other communities, as well as
materials for a walk audit at the intersection. SGA then virually facilitated a local discussion on
August 9, 2022 about key issues, needs, and oppoertunities to improve safety at the intersection
and in the surrounding area, including summarizing the walk audit observations submitted via
worksheets and recoided videos (Refer to Appendix A for the details on the workshop agenda).

This recommendations memo synthesizes the findings from the wall audit and comrmunity

discussion, identifies opportunities and strategies for next steps in Orchard Park. and provides
broader recommendations from the SGA team in reésponse to the local discussions.

Sman Growth Amenca | October 2022 1 Page |




SUMMARY OF WALK AUDIT FINDINGS
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Survey students about how they get 10 school now and how they want to get to school.
For students who don’t currently walls and bile, use the survay to help understand wheiher
thay would do so i conditions were safer,

Consider purchasing and depioying affordable time lapse cameras (o belier
understand current behavior at the intersection across a longer study period within and
across days {for example, how often are cars puiling into the shoulder 1o avoid geiting stuck
behind drivers turning left). Collecting this data can help inform what needs to be included
in future projects at the inlersection. It can also help demonsirate the iImpacts of the funded

siclewall project once improvements are in place. Additicnally, the investmeni i fimea lapse
camera squipment can be leveraged by the community for future multimedal transportation

safety and mobility projects to help collect data and visualize the operations of the
transportation system via vicleo.

Recommendation #2 | Make the intersection and surrounding area safer

While adding siclewalks in Ihe area will provide safely improvernents, Orchard Park should
also implement speed management strategies o encourage safer driver behavior.
Vehicle speeds play a critical role in the likelihood and severity of crashes involving people
walking, as well as how safe or dangerous roads feel for people walking and biking. Drivers
take subconscious visual cues from thelr environimeni that encourage them to speed or
dnve slowly —regardless of the posted speed limit —so designing o encourage slower
driving speeds is crucial to improving safety.

Narrow the width of lanes at the intersection to discourages "pu:dn»g Lanes are often
designed to be 12 feet wide because wide lanes are “forgiving” for driver >~—\Howux( g room
for error —but 10 foot lanes naturally encourage drivers o slow down. Whils thers is a
common rmisconception that these narrow lanes are against federal standards, those
standards actually provide significant flexibility. 10 foot lanes are acceptable in national
standards for lower spesd roacls.

Likewise providing room for drivers to make wide turms encourages them to do so more
guickly, whereas tightening turn radii encourages slower speeds. The ample shoulcler
space on Quaker Road encourages faster, riskier turning behavior, Adding “bulbouts,” o
curb extensions, at the intersection would help prevent drivers from laking the turns (0o
quickly while also reducing the distance o cross the interseciion on foot. These changes
can be implemented on a temporary basis using cones, planiers, or other barriers 1o
deter drivers from using the shoulder space, allowmg the City 1o test and male
adjustments. For example, Orchard Park could test snow removal and schoct bus
clearance this way before making permanent changes o ihe intersection.

Changing pavement markings s another rel ati\/(zlv low cost and eastly reversible option
for reclucing speeds af the intersection or approach. For sxample, some communities have
used zigzag markings 1o send a visual cue o dn-\/uns (o slow down &s they approach an
intersecticn (see examples from Virginia and Arlington, WA

Srnait Growth amerioa | Oclober 2022 1 Paog 3
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and transit roures. (See more information in the City of Minneapolis’ Pedestrian and Bicvcle
Winter Maintenance Study, pages 10-11). In Crehard Park, taking a similar approach would
allow the community to prioritize clearing snow from sidewalks near the schoal.

Implement incremental improvements to Orchard Park’s sicdewalk clearing
practices, as well as longer term changes. While having the Town plow residents’
siclewalks is an icleal option, Orchard Pm« can also consider mcremental changes in the
nearer term, some of which are discussed above: limiting this practice to special overlay
disiricts (such as near the Sdmol) or eslablishing a oricrity snow clearing netwaorlc Another
option is 10 pricritize sidewatk cleannr (ou create a volunieer snow clearng service, akin 1o
SERVE DG for specific grou such as older residents or fow income rasident) to recluce the
burcen on vulnerable populations.

Sromt Growth Amnenca | October 20
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Appendix A Agenda of the engagement sessions [In-person, July 20, 2022)

Complete Sireets, Complete Communities

Improving safety at the intersection of Freeman Road and Quaker Street

Workshop Agenda

Part 1: Evening workshop #1 / walk audit: Tuesday, August 2, 5:30pm-7:30pm, Orchard Park

Community Activity Center
5:15pm *  Arrival and sign-in
5:30pm Welcome and overview of goals
Councilmember Flynn
5:40pm Recorded presentation: Complete Streets for Orchard Park and Freeman/Quaker
Smart Growth America
o Benefits of Complete Streets for safety, economic vitality, and inviting public
space
How street and intersection design impact safety
Success stories of safety improvements from peer communities
6:05pm Presentation: Overview of context and needs at the intersection of Freeman/Quaker
6:15pm Walk audit instructions
Councilmember Conor Flynn.
6:30pm Walk audit: Intersection of Freeman and Quaker

Led by Councilmember Conor Flynn

Facilitators will lead a walk around the area surrounding the intersection of Freeman ar
Quaker to evaluate street safety for walking, biking and rolling and discuss challenges
and opportunities. Worksheets will be provided to record observations.

Part 2: Evening workshop #2: Tuesday, August 9, 5:30pm-7:00pm, Orchard Park Community Acti

Center

5:15pm

5:30pm

Arrival and sign-in

Welcome and review of goals
Councilmember Flynn and Smart Growth America
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5:40pm Presentation: Overview of walk audit findings

The facilitators will present images and themes from the walk audit and open the floor
comments.

6:00pm Discussion: Needs and priorities for the intersection of Freeman and Quaker
Facilitated by Smart Growth America

Participants will identify key issues and opportunities for the area surrounding the mar

6:45pm Next steps and closing remarks
Smart Growth America and Councilmember Flynn

7:00 Adjourn
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