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Minutes of the March 2, 2021 meeting of the Conservation Board of the TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, Community Activity Center, 4520 California Road, Orchard Park, New York at 7:00 P.M.  Present were the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Richard Schechter, Chairman


   


Michael Bryniarski 



Thomas Jaeger




Melissa Lebedzinski  


Alex Long 


Kyle Witt, Alternate
EXCUSED:

David Ward



George Schichtel

OTHERS PRESENT:
 Remy C. Orffeo, Acting Planning Coordinator
                                              John C. Bailey, Deputy Town Attorney 



 Rose Messina, Secretary
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. by stating that in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics Law of the Town of Orchard Park it is incumbent upon any Conservation Board member with a financial or business relationship with any petitioner coming before this Board to disclose this relationship and, if warranted, to recuse him or herself from any matter involving the petitioner. Any petitioner coming before this Board who is a relative of, or has a financial or business relationship with, any officer or employee of the Town of Orchard Park, must disclose the nature and extent of such relationship in accordance with the provisions of the ethics law of the Town of Orchard Park.
The Chair congratulated Mr. Michael Bryniarski and Ms. Melissa Lebedzinski on their appointment as full Board members by the Town Board, and Mr. Kyle Witt, who was appointed as our new Alternate member.

The Chair further stated that the new Alternate member, Mr. Witt will be a voting this evening due to the absence of Board members David Ward and George Schichtel.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2020 MINUTES:
Mr. Jaeger made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Bryniarski, to APPROVE the December 4, 2020 meeting minutes.
THE VOTE TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 4, 2020 MEETING MINUTES IS UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 2021 MINUTES:

Mr. Jaeger made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Bryniarski, to APPROVE the February 2, 2021 meeting minutes.
THE VOTE TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 2, 2020 MEETING MINUTES IS UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.
1.   
C.B. File #06-2021, 3740 North Buffalo Street (former Legion Post) Zoned B-3, (SBL#161.08-3-35.1)    Board to review submitted Landscape Plan.
         APPEARANCE:  Chris Wood, Carmina ⦁ Wood ⦁ Morris, Architects
                                        Caryn Dujanovich Rowell, Petitioner/Property Owner



          Joyce Kuebler, Landscape Architect, PC

Mr. Wood presented developmental plans for this site and gave a brief summary of the proposed project to the members.  He noted that the existing 1830’s house and a newer metal building on the site 
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will remain and be incorporated into the project.  Ms. Dujanovich Rowell (owner) plans to develop a Restaurant, a Banquet Facility, a Brewery and an Atrium on this parcel. He further noted that the Architectural Overlay District Board (AOD) tabled their review of this project at their February 2021 meeting, and are scheduled for further review by that Board.  Mr. Wood explained that the parking lot will remain as it is; however, several shed structures will be removed, and the dumpster (per the Town ordinance) will have an enclosure. There is an existing island area with a tree and this will remain.  He concluded that the green space at the site will be increased.    
Chairman Schechter stated that the Green Space calculations need to be recorded on the Landscape Plan.  He discussed the Interior Greenspace and Total Green Space requirements at the site, noting that projects having more than 40-parking spaces are required to include island areas with plantings.  This project has 45-parking spaces.  He agrees that the presented plan is a betterment to the site, but he feels the requirement should be followed.  He discussed returning with a plan that is compliant with the Town’s Landscaping Ordinance.    
Acting Planning Coordinator Orffeo told the members that this parcel was discussed at length with Building Inspector Steve Bremer with regard to the Town Ordinances. Mr. Bremer feels the setbacks at the site are grandfathered-in, and that the Parking Lot is a “grey” area.  He stated that the Town Board can extend these items through a resolution.  He suggests that, perhaps a compromise can be reached with the addition of one island area with a tree planted.  
Chairman Schechter stated that he would support the compromise to add the additional island area.  He discussed snow removal at the site and established that snow will be stored at the site.
Landscape Architect Joyce Kuebler discussed the addition of the island area as a compromise, and she feels an “Armstrong Maple” tree should be planted here.  She also explained the presented Landscape Plan to the members, noting the importance of variety, texture, and colors chosen for the site.  She stated that the various plantings and ornamental grasses were chosen to play into the theme of the Brewery and the property.  Plantings will not be higher than 18-inches, as they do not want to create a site line impairment for motorists.

Mr. Orffeo stated that the Engineering Department’s initial review was the grading at the site. They have signed off on this plan.   

Mr. Jaeger, Chairman of the AOD, stated that his Board will be reviewing the detail, and ascetics of the building.  He noted that there has always been discussion regarding this parcels’ property line, and the distance it is from the edge of Webster Road. He stated that there are two striking elevations at this parcel; one is masonry, the other is a curtain wall system.  He feels this is a great opportunity to put in vertical type trees, spaced, to break up that elevation, and he indicated on the map where this wall is located.  He, also, warned the Petitioner about the “salt burn” that can occur from the winter trucks spraying salt.  He does not want to see the Petitioner loose plants and have to replace them. He discussed softening the wall area further and addinge likes He likes the  screening for the outdoor mechanical boxes.  Mr. Jaeger stated that he likes the project plan.  
Ms. Kuebler stated that the plants chosen have the best chance of surviving our winters and will be planted 25-ft. back from Webster Road to avoid salt burn.  She told the members that they are treating this corner as a showcase, and want to show off the house. In addition, seasonal planters will be strategically placed to add green space.  
Mr. Wood confirmed that this is a County Road and they can put plantings in the ROW.


Mr. Long questioned what would happen for “over-flow” parking needs.  It was established that the Legion Post had over-flow parking agreements with adjacent locations that will be carried on into this project.  This includes parking allowed at the Dental Office across the street, and the Church parking lot
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behind the site with a nice walkway to the facility put in.  They also have an agreement with Buffalo Medical Group if they need additional parking.
Mr. Long made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Jaeger to CONDITIONALLY APPROVE the Landscaping Plan prepared by a NYS licensed Landscape Architect, submitted on 02/25/21.  Mr. Orffeo will review the re-submittal in the Planning Office and is authorized to sign-off on the Board’s approval. This APPROVAL is CONTINGENT upon on the following conditions and stipulations:  
1. 
Compromise reach for the construction of an island area, with an “Armstrong Maple” tree, planted.

2. 
Green Space calculations are to be recorded on the Landscape Plan, with the Total and Interior green space percentages.

3. 
A revised Landscape Value Estimation form shall be submitted.
4.
The Total Green Space meets the Town Requirement of 20%.

5. 
The Landscaping Value Estimate of $13,322.25 requires a Certified Check amounting to 50% of the total shall be deposited with the Town Clerk prior to receiving a Building Permit. ($6,661.13)

6. 
Dumpsters or mechanical systems at grade level are to be screened.

7.
Approval is contingent upon acceptance by the Planning Board and Town Engineering Department.

8. 
Any changes required by the Town Engineering Department or Planning Board which effect the Landscaping shall necessitate further review and approval by the Conservation Board. 

9. 
Upon the completion of the landscape installation the Owner shall provide a Landscape Completion Form (available from the Planning Office or Town’s website) and a statement from a NYS Licensed Landscape Architect indicating that the plant materials have been installed in accordance with the specifications of the approved Landscape Plan. Three-years after the date of Landscape Completion, the Owner shall provide a Landscape Security Release Form (available from the planning office, or online at Town Website) with a statement from a Licensed Landscape Architect indicating the condition of the plant materials specified in the approved Landscape Plan, verifying survival through the three-year guarantee period.

RICHARD SCHECHTER, 
AYE

   
MICHAEL BRYNIARSKI 
AYE

THOMAS JAEGER

AYE

MELISSA LEBEDZINSKI  
AYE

ALEX LONG 


AYE

KYLE WITT


AYE

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE LANDSCAPE PLAN AND SEND REVISED COPIES AS DISCUSSED IS PASSED.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M.
DATED:             
4/21/21   






             Respectfully Submitted                                            

REVIEWED:      
5/4/21  



      

               
Rosemary M. Messina                      








                    Conservation Board Secretary
Richard J. Schechter, Conservation Board Chairman






