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Minutes of the February 2, 2021 meeting of the Conservation Board of the TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, Community Activity Center, 4520 California Road, Orchard Park, New York at 7:00 P.M.  Present were the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Richard Schechter, Chairman


   



Thomas Jaeger 




Alex Long



George Schichtel



David Ward


 



Michael Bryniarski, Alternate
       OTHERS PRESENT:
 
 
Remy C. Orffeo, Acting Planning Coordinator
                                                      John C. Bailey, Deputy Town Attorney 





Rose Messina, Secretary
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. by stating that in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics Law of the Town of Orchard Park it is incumbent upon any Conservation Board member with a financial or business relationship with any petitioner coming before this Board to disclose this relationship and, if warranted, to recuse him or herself from any matter involving the petitioner. Any petitioner coming before this Board who is a relative of, or has a financial or business relationship with, any officer or employee of the Town of Orchard Park, must disclose the nature and extent of such relationship in accordance with the provisions of the ethics law of the Town of Orchard Park.
The Chair stated that Mr. Bryniarski, the Alternate member, will be voting this evening as the Board does not have a full membership.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2020 MINUTES:
Mr. Schichtel made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Ward, to APPROVE the November 3, 2020 meeting minutes.
THE VOTE TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020 MEETING MINUTES IS UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.
The December 2020 meeting minutes are not available and will be voted on at the next meeting of the Board.

The Chair expressed his and the Board Members’ deep sorrow on the passing of Mrs. Ackerman. He noted that she was a great asset to the Town of Orchard Park.  She was on this Board from almost its inception.  Nan was also a Town Council person for many years; she was involved with things that embodied the Town from an official capacity and from a personal stand point as well.  She spent almost all her wakening hours helping the Town in any way she could.  We express our condolences to Phil and her children.  She was a big asset to the Town.
1. 
C.B. File #16-2020, “Speedway” is requesting to develop a Convenience Store/Fuel Sales Facility, V/L South West corner Southwestern Boulevard and Angle Road, Zoned B-2, (Adjacent to the Dollar General Store.) Requesting approval for submitted Landscaping Plan.  Conservation Board tabled this item at their 9/1/2020 meeting.  Town Board referred to Conservation Board on 7/15/2020.
     APPEARANCE:  Mr. Rob Sweet, McBride Dale – Clarion

                                    Mr. Steve Wilson, Landscape Architect
Mr. Sweet noted that at the September 2020 meeting they had presented and explained their project to the Board and were tabled because of two issues:  one being the sewer system; the other, a change in the tree selection is needed.  
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He briefly explained the project and presented a revised Landscape Plan.  He told the Board that they received a letter from the Town of West Seneca advising that they are willing to service them with the sewer system.  
The Chairman confirmed that the original Landscape Value Estimation of $57,964, has been decreased to $45,442, as a result of various tweaking to the plan and the sewer no long being septic.  
Mr. Sweet stated that members had expressed concerns for egress and ingress at this site. He told the members that they have two shared driveways; one on Southwestern Boulevard and the other on Angle Road.  He explained the buffering at the site and at the back of the property. He noted the parking spaces and discussed lighting planned for the site.  He feels that the building, itself, acts as a buffer with the topography of the site.  
Chairman Schechter noted that the plan is not stamped by a NYS Registered Landscape Architect, nor is there an overall Green Space percentage with the calculations shown on the plan. 

Mr. Schichtel re-iterated that he would like the “Pinus Nigra” changed to another Austrian Pine specimen, such as Serbian Spruce or Engelmann Spruce. This was requested at the September 1, 2020 meeting, as they do not do well in our climate.  (Eliminate the Austrian and the Colorado Blue south side of the property.)
Mr. Jaeger indicated that he is fine with the plan.  However he would like the Landscape Plan to indicate the sizes of the trees that Mr. Schichtel indicated.

There were no further comments or questions from the Board.

Mr. Schechter made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Schichtel, to GRANT CONDITIONAL APPROVAL based on the Applicant submitting a revised plan, Stamped, Signed & Sealed by a NYS Registered Landscape Architect, with the Austrian tree variety updated to “Serbian Spruce” or “Engelmann Spruce”, and the over-all Green Space total and calculations shown on the plan. The following conditions and stipulations apply:
1.
The Total Green Space exceeds the Town Requirement of 20%.

2. 
The Landscaping Value Estimate of $45,442 requires a Certified Check amounting to 50% of the total shall be deposited with the Town Clerk prior to receiving a Building Permit. ($22,721)

3. 
Dumpsters or mechanical systems at grade level are to be screened.

4.
Approval is contingent upon acceptance by the Planning Board and Town Engineering Department.

5. 
Any changes required by the Town Engineering Department or Planning Board which effect the Landscaping shall necessitate further review and approval by the Conservation Board. 

6. 

Upon the completion of the landscape installation the Owner shall provide a Landscape Completion Form (available from the Planning Office or Town’s website) and a statement from a NYS Licensed Landscape Architect indicating that the plant materials have been installed in accordance with the specifications of the approved Landscape Plan. Three-years after the date of Landscape Completion, the Owner shall provide a Landscape Security Release Form (available from the Planning Office, or online at Town Website) with a statement from a Licensed Landscape Architect indicating the condition of the plant materials specified in the approved Landscape Plan, verifying survival through the three-year guarantee period.
7.

Approval is contingent upon Mr. Ward’s review and approval of a revised plan.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION IS CONDITIONALLY PASSED.
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2.
C.B. File #28-2020 “Eco Serve”, 3573 North Buffalo Road, located on the east side of North Buffalo Road south of Milestrip Road, Zoned B-3.  Seeking Conservation Board approval of submitted Landscaping Plan.  (SBL # 161.08-2-15.2)
APPEARANCE:  Mr. Chris Wood, Carmina ⦁ Wood ⦁ Morris, engineers for the project
Mr. Wood presented and explained the proposed Landscape Plan to the Board. He noted that the Applicant would like to expand their parking lot by adding 16-new spaces at the south side, back of the building. The Town Engineer Department has reviewed this project and all comments have been answered.  
The project was also reviewed by the Architectural Overlay District (AOD).  Their Chairman, Mr. Jaeger, stated that they recommend the removal of the first black-topped parking space located along North Buffalo Road to soften the sites’ appearance. 
Mr. Wood noted that a subdivision is proposed at the back of this property and they have proactively planned landscaping with trees to buffer the site. He further noted that: the Town’s Green Space requirement has been met with 58.9% Green Space; the Landscape Estimation Value is $1,500, and Robert Walker is the NYS Registered LS Architect for this project. 
Chairman Schechter established that there is no need for a dumpster.

Mr. Jaeger established that during the day there will be no vehicles at the back of the building. In the evening there will be potentially 16-vehicles parked in the proposed back parking lot. He requests, if possible, that the vehicles be parked further back to the side, in the far corner to be less visible to passing traffic. This request was discussed further and Mr. Wood stated that he will convey this to the Owner.  
The members did not have additional questions or comments.
Mr. Jaeger made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Long to APPROVE the Landscaping Plan prepared by a NYS licensed Landscape Architect, as submitted on 01/27/21, based on the following conditions and stipulations:
1.
The Total Green Space is 58.9%, and exceeds the Town Requirement of 20%.

2. 
The Landscaping Value Estimate of $1,500 requires a Certified Check amounting to 50% of the total shall be deposited with the Town Clerk prior to receiving a Building Permit. ($750)

3. 
Dumpsters or mechanical systems at grade level are to be screened.

4.
Approval is contingent upon acceptance by the Planning Board and Town Engineering Department.

5. 
Any changes required by the Town Engineering Department or Planning Board which effect the Landscaping shall necessitate further review and approval by the Conservation Board. 

6. 

Upon the completion of the landscape installation the Owner shall provide a Landscape Completion Form (available from the Planning Office or Town’s website) and a statement from a NYS Licensed Landscape Architect indicating that the plant materials have been installed in accordance with the specifications of the approved Landscape Plan. Three-years after the date of Landscape Completion, the Owner shall provide a Landscape Security Release Form (available from the planning office, or online at Town Website) with a statement from a Licensed Landscape Architect indicating the condition of the plant materials specified in the approved Landscape Plan, verifying survival through the three-year guarantee period.
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THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION IS PASSED.
The meeting adjourned at 7:16 P.M.
DATED:             
2/25/21   






             Respectfully Submitted                                            

REVIEWED:      
3/02/21    




      

               Rosemary M. Messina                      








                    Conservation Board Secretary

Richard J. Schechter, Conservation Board Chairman

