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Minutes of the September 3, 2019 meeting of the Conservation Board of the TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, Municipal Center, Basement Floor Small Conference Room, S4295 South Buffalo Street, Orchard Park, New York at 7:00 P.M.  Present were the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:     Richard Schechter, Chairman


   


       
 Nan Ackerman 




 Thomas Jaeger


   




   Alex Long 




   George Schichtel


   
EXCUSED:


   David Ward/Michael Bryniarski, Alternate
       OTHERS PRESENT:
     Remy C. Orffeo, Acting Planning Coordinator



     Rosemary Messina, Secretary   

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. by stating that in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics Law of the Town of Orchard Park it is incumbent upon any Conservation Board member with a financial or business relationship with any petitioner coming before this Board to disclose this relationship and, if warranted, to recuse him or herself from any matter involving the petitioner. Any petitioner coming before this Board who is a relative of, or has a financial or business relationship with, any officer or employee of the Town of Orchard Park, must disclose the nature and extent of such relationship in accordance with the provisions of the ethics law of the Town of Orchard Park.

APPROVAL OF July 30, 2019 MINUTES:
Mr. Long made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Schichtel, to APPROVE the July 30, 2019 meeting minutes.
THE VOTE BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES IS PASSED WITH ONE ABSTENTION.
OLD BUSINESS:

1.     C.B. File #23-11, Ray Laks Honda, 3590 Southwestern Boulevard, Zone I-1.  Discussion with Landscape Architect.


 APPEARANCE:  Mr. Robert Blood, NYS Landscape Architect




                        Mr. Tom Johnson, Ray Laks Representative
Chairman Schechter stated that Mr. Laks would like his Landscape money returned ($+/- $35,000). However, there are discrepancies with missing trees reported by Board members Mr. Ward and Mr. Schichtel who walked the site.  It was also noted that the ownership of the site had changed from Mr. Laks, to Lithia Motors, Inc. 
An email of August 7, 2019 was discussed that called out the site “as built”.  The members do not recall voicing approval for this.  After much discussion it was determined that the Town Deputy Attorney, a representative from Ray Laks, a representative from Lithia Motors and Mr. Robert Blood should meet to discuss this matter further.

 The Board agreed that they would like this matter tabled.


 Mr. Jaeger made a MOTION, seconded by Mrs. Ackerman to TABLE this item.
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2.  
Conservation Easement Renewals:
 
  a.     Patrick & Rose McCarthy, 6900 Ward Road, 15-Acres extend to 29-years, 

         
 
   thru 2033 (SBL#198.00-6-21./E).





     b.
    Patrick & Rose McCarthy, V/L Scherff Road, 10-Acres extend to 29-years, 



    thru 2033 (SBL#198.00-6-19.1/E).

         c.     Geraldine Kozlowski, 6813 Chestnut Ridge Road, 7-Acres extend to 29-years, 



    thru 2033 (SBL#198.00-6-27).


   
Mr. Long and Mr. Schichtel will review these sites and report back to the members.

OTHER BUSINESS:

**** Resolution of Dispute, per Article I, Chapter 63-5
        1.  Scott Smith, 4611 California Road.  (SBL# 172.00-1-37) Determination if property is a farm.  



This item was tabled at the 7/30/19 meeting.



APPEARANCE:   Mr. John Wittmann, Orchard Park Town Code Enforcement Officer

        
Scott D. Smith/Darlene Bodhorn/T.J. Kittle/Pat Hayes/Mike & Mary Lehnis/

        
Katie Obrochta/B.J. Smith/John Puglies/Murphy Farms representatives
Mr. Scott Smith presented and explained various information to the members indicating that he operates his 206-year old Family’s Farm.  Various individuals supported and confirmed his facts and information.  

Mr. Wittmann disagrees, noting there are two separate parcels here, and he feels the property is not kept neat. 

Acting Planning Coordinator Remy Orffeo suggests that Mr. Smith combine the two parcels to save water and sewer charges, and perhaps apply for a variance for two primary parcels.

Mr. Smith explained that he will eventually construct out-houses to store his farm equipment on the property.  He feels this will neaten up the site. 


            The members voted UNANIMOUSLY in favor that this property operates as a farm.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.   
DATED:          September 30, 2019                                                   


REVIEWED:  October 1, 2019                            


     

     Respectfully Submitted,

        Rosemary M. Messina                                      Conservation Board Secretary
Richard Schechter, Chairman - Conservation Board       

